582                 CONTRACTS IN GENERAL
1.  Conflicts rules delimiting the application of private law
rules exist because the substantive rules of the various civilized
jurisdictions are supposed to be exchangeable. This relation-
ship should not be jeopardized at the forum by a pretended
superiority of its own policies or legal techniques. The task of
conflicts rules in the field of contracts is to determine to
what state a contract belongs. This done, no uncertainty aris-
ing from uncontrollable evaluations should be tolerated.
2.  However, the rules of private international law are
limited to a part of the entire legal system. They have no
power over the rules of domestic public law, including all
rules serving the interests of the state itself and the general
welfare. These rules are, or should be, accompanied by their
own territorial delimitations. In their domain, they enjoy at
the forum unconditional precedence over private international
law. There is no uncertainty about that. But the boundaries
should and may very well be chosen, quite as for our ordinary
conflicts rules, so as to include in principle only the contracts
centered within the forum.
3.  Foreign private law is applicable as it is, however it may
be influenced by foreign public interests. There is no way of
distinguishing the purposes of foreign enactments and no
reason why we should recognize the validity of transactions
repudiated by the law to which we ourselves subject them, or
to invalidate transactions only because we do not agree with
the purposes of the legislation competent under our con-
flicts rule.
4.  The only general barriers to foreign law in the sphere
of private international law, that may prove indispensable,
arise from the depth of basic moral conceptions, which in our
times naturally include those of fundamental social justice.
Therefore,  we may refuse unqualified enforcement to  a
foreign law allowing serfdom, legalizing contracts involving
prostitution, or denying effectual relief to children or incom-
petent persons. Among civilized nations, we should not ex-